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Introduction
This lecture will introduce the student to some 

basic tajweed rules.  

What is Tajweed?  

The word Tajweed means to recite each letter of 
the Qur’an with perfection.  
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The Rules:
In this lecture we will be learning the rules of;

Meem Sakin & Tanween (pt. 1)

& 

Noon Sakin (pt. 2)
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The Rules of Meem Sakin
What is a Meem Sakin?  

This is a meem that may or may not contain the sakin mark.  It may appear like this 
in Qur’an;

(without sakin) م

(with sakin) مْ
There are 3 basic rules of Meem Sakin that we will discuss in this lecture.  
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Rule 1: Ikfaa Shafawi
Important Notes:

● The word “Ikfaa” means “to hide”.  In Ikfaa Shafawi we will be “hiding” the 
meem (not pronouncing it) and instead making the ghunnah sound. 

● Shafawi- All the meem sakin rules end in the word “Shafawi”.  This is because 
in Arabic the word means “lips” and that is is where the letter “meem” 
articulates from, the lips.  

How do we apply this rule?

If the Meem Sakin is followed by a ب, then we hide the meem, 
pronounce ghunnah.  This is done in two words.  Don’t worry, we will 

practice...



Ikfaa Shafawi cont...



Let’s Practice! ((Ikfaa Shafawi))
Ikfaa Shafawi can be found in Surah Al Adiyat in Ayah 11:

ھُم بِھِمْ یَوْمَئِذٍ لَّخَبِیرٌ  إنَِّ رَبَّ
Practice reading the ayah, remember to 

make ghunnah.
To Listen Click Here:  

Beneficial Tip:
Recite the Istiada 

aloud when reciting 
while others are 

present.  It can be 
recited silently when  

you are alone.
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Rule 2: Idghaam Shafawi
Important Notes:

● The word “Idghaam” means to “merge”.  
● Remember, the word “Shafawi” refers to the lips as the letter “meem” articulates from the 

lips.  So with this rule we will be merging the meem with another letter. 

How do we apply this rule?

Idghaam Shafawi happens when “meem” meets its twin, another “meem”.  The first 

meem should be a sakin: ْم م and the second meem should contain a shaddah mark 

so it will look like this: ّم.  Here we merge the two meems, pronounce ghunnah.  This 

should be done in two words.  



Idghaam Shafawi cont...

Can contain any 
harakat (i.e., fatta, 
dummah, kasra, or 

tanween.)
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Let’s Practice ((Idghaam Shafawi))
An Example of Idghaam Shafawi can be found in Surah Quraysh, Ayah 4:

نْ خَوْفٍ  الَّذِي أطَْعَمَھُم مِّن جُوعٍ وَآمَنَھُم مِّ
Practice reading the ayah, remember to 

make ghunnah.
To Listen Click Here

Recite the Basmalah 
before reciting any 

ayah of Qur’an. 

https://quran.com/106


Rule 3: Izhaar Shafawi
Important Notes:

● Izhaar means “to make clear”.  

How do we apply this rule?

If meem sakin is followed by any letter other than ب or م then the meem sakin 

is pronounced clearly with no ghunnah.  In this case the ghunnah will have a 
sukoon mark. 

Where is 
the letter م 
articulated 

from?
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Izhaar Shafawi cont...
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Let’s Practice ((Izhaar Shafawi))
Izhaar Shafawi can be found in Surah Al Ma’un, Ayah 5:

الَّذِینَ ھُمْ عَن صَلاَتِھِمْ سَاھُونَ
Remember there is no ghunnah 

pronounced here. 
To Listen Click Here

https://quran.com/107


Quiz Time!
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How many rules 
does Meem 
Sakin have?
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What are the 
rules of Meem 

Sakin?
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Ikfaa means to 
______?
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In Ikfaa Shafawi If 
the Meem Sakin is 

followed by ____ we 
____ the meem and 

pronounce the 
_______.?
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In Ikfaa Shafawi is 
done in:

___ one word
___ two words
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Idghaam means 
to ______?
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In Idghaam Shafawi 
If the Meem Sakin 
is followed by ____ 

we ____ the and 
pronounce the 

_______?
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In Idghaam Shafawi 
the second meem 

should have a 
shaddah:
___ true
___ false
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Izhaar means to 
______.
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In Izhaar Shafawi If 
the Meem Sakin is 

followed by ____ we 
____ pronounce the 

meem _______.
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In Izhaar Shafawi 
there is no 
ghunnah:
___ true
___ false
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In Izhaar Shafawi 
the meem:

___ will have no 
sukoon

___ will have 
sukoon
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What does Tajweed 
mean?

www.DivineAyat.com



May Allah increase us all in knowledge! 
Ameen.

Please learn & share, JazakAllahu Khair!
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